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NOTICE 





To complete the volume to which this Index belongs, has been much 
desired, and has been in contemplation since the death of Mr. Dunn, the 
proprietor of the work at that time. But the unsettled state of the affairs 
of the deceased, and the slow process since in collecting the money due his 
estate, rendered it impossible to do so before this. It is hoped, however, 
that the volume being now complete, no further obstacles will be in the 
way of speedy collections, and that the orphan children of Mr. Dunn will 
thus be opportunely relieved. 

To those persons especially who have been in the habit of preserving 
and having the Repository bound, for future reference, this title and index 


will be very acceptable, and of the greatest utility. 





Wasuincton, Oct. 4, 1841. 
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TO THE SUBSCRIBERS TO THE AFRICAN REPOSITORY. 


Since the re-organization of the American Colonization Society, at the last an- 
nual meeting, new arrangements have been made in relation to the African Repo- 
sitory. It will hereafter be published twice a month, in Nos. of 16 pages each, 
without a cover, at the price of ONE DOLLAR AND FIFTY CENTS a year, if paid in 
advance, and two dollars a year, if payment be delayed longer than six months. 

While the pecuniary cost of the work is thus lessened, its pages will after thi® 
No. be enlarged and contain an increased amount of matter. The new arrange. 
ment is further recommended by the considerations that intelligence will reach sub- 
scribers more frequently than heretofore, and that the numbers will be subject to 
only newspaper postage. 

The contents of the African Repository. will be, as heretofore, information con- 
-cerning the condition and prospects of the several Colonies, such proceedings of 
the Board of Directors and Executive Committee at Washington as it may, from 
time to time, be deemed advisable to publish; proceedings at Colonization meet- 
ings in the United States ; occasional essays on the subject of Colonization ; intel- 
ligence which may be received relative to the geography, civil and natural histo- 
ry, manners, and customs of Africa, and to missionary operations on that continent 
and facts and documents relating to the slave trade, and to efforts for its suppression 

The extent of the information thus promised will make this work, what its title 
indicates, a Repository of information on its numerous subjects, which can at any 
time be referred to. Its proved utility in this respect 1s understood to be the reason 
which chiefly operated with the Board of Directors in retaining its octavo form, as 
being more suitable for preservation than a larger sheet. The new organization of 
the American Colonization Society must render it as interesting to all the local So- 
cieties which have concurred or may hereafter concur in that arrangement, as to 
the Parent Institution. It may be hoped, therefore, that they will furnish it with 
exact and regular intelligence of their proceedings, and further aid it by increasing 
ts subscription list. The intelligent friends of the cause are respectfully invited 
to contribute to its pages. 

The editorial department is under the control and supervision of the Executive 
Committee. Every effort will be made to render the work acceptable as the offi- 
cial organ of the Colonization cause; and to ensure its punctual pablication and 
transmission. On the other hand, full reliance is placed on the punctuality of sub- 
*cribers in paying for it, and on the zeal of Colonizationists in adding to the num- 
ber of such subscribers. 
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NEW ORGANIZATION. 

The friends of African Colonization will learn from the proceedings 
of the Parent Society at its last annual meeting, that a radical change 
hag been effected in the oldest and the principal organ of the cause.— 
The separate efforts of auxiliary and independent Societies had for seve- 
ral years past produced a state of things which called loudly for mea- 
sures for combining them into some general plan ef operation, which 
should give full scope to the peculiar advantages of state action, and at 
the same time secure concert and harmony between themselves and 
other agents of the Colonizing principle. ‘T'o devise such a plan was 
as difficult as it was necessary. ‘That selected was, like the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, the result of compromise and concession ; and 
like that celebrated instrument, cannot be expected to be at once univer- 
sally acceptable. But the parallel is, we trust, destined to be continu- 
ed farther; and that the new Constitution of the Society will demon- 
strate by its practical benefits the wisdom of its adoption. A most en- 
couraging augury of its future success is found in the unanimous detre- 
mination of all who participated in it, to give it a cordial and zealous 
support. 

The Board of Directors have taken prompt measures for rendering 
the plan productive in practice of all the advantages of which it was-be- 
lieved to be capable in theory. ‘They have secured eflicient operation 
at home, by placing the whole subject of domestic agencies under the 
direction of a gentleman believed to be every way qualified for the trust ; 
they have appointed as Governor of the United Colonies a gentleman of 
high reputation, and experience, and who acquired, during a former of- 
ficial residence in Liberia, the confidence, respect and affection of those 
of whom he is now the chief magistrate; and the Board have farther 
taken measures for providing immediate supplies for the Colonies, for 
terminating the pernicious practice of drawing colonial drafts, by keep- 
ing the storehouse well provided; and for affording to the citizens the 
benefits of a local currency. 

The movements of the Board, both in the United States and in Afri- 
ea, have been guided by a principle of comprehensive and energetic 
economy ; and require only a moderate measure of support from the 
American people to lead to results proportioned to the grandeur and be- 
nevolence of the scheme. Such support, we are not permitted to doubt, 
will be afforded. If every individual friendly to the object, will only 
exert in its favor a tithe of the zeal which a cherished personal interest 
would elicit from him, the time must soon arrive when Liberia will be 
a prosperous and a powerful nation, and public sentiment will radicate 
the principle of African Colonization into the permanent policy of the 
United States. 


























REPORT OF THE MANAGERS 


TO THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY, AT ITS TWENTY- 
SECOND ANNUAL MEETING. 
In meeting their constituents on this, the twenty-second anni- 
versary of the American Colonization Society, the Managers re- 
gret that they are unable to announce an improvement 
Finances. jn its financial condition. 'The general derangement in 
the pecuniary concerns of the country, which was no- 
ticed in their last Report, has continued to affect unfavorably the 
resources of all the benevolent Iustitutions ; the increased viru- 
lence of Abolition hostility to Colonization has obstructed its pro- 
gress at the North; and in the South, as indeed in every other 
portion of the Union, adequate exertion has been prevented by the 
want of Agents, though no proper means have been omitted to 
obtain them. T hese, and other causes, have reduced the receipts 
into the treasury, since the last annual meeting, much below those 
of several former years ; and the effect has been proportionably 
embarrassing. The very existence of the Colony has from time 
to time made extraordinary efforts necessary on the part of the 
Managers. It is with peculiar pleasure that they are enabled to 
state, after a careful examination of the subject, that the colonial 
drafts which have been presented to them since the last annual 
meeting, appear to have been resorted to only through necessity, 
and are moderate in amount. In a few instances, the Treasurer 
has been obliged to suffer protests of drafts for non-payment, 
but in general, paymerfts have been punctually made. The 
amount remaining, at the last annual meeting, of the old debt, 
could not be reduced during the past year; nor could the 
annual instalments on the loan stock be, in every case, promptly 
met. But though great financial difficulty has existed, the Colony 
has been kept up; and this during a period of general pecuniary 
distress in the country, and of consequent diminution of the re- 
sources of the Society. 
In their 20th annual Report the Managers communi- 
Legacies. cated the general provasions of the will of the late Capt. 
~~ James Ross, of the state of Mississippi, by which the 
privilere was given to his slaves, about 170 in number, of emi- 
after the death of his daughter, Mrs. Reed, to Liberia, 
with means out of his estate suflicient for their comfortable settle- 
ment. ‘That excellent lady, after manifesting the strongest desire 
to anticipate during her lite the fulfilment of her father’s wishes, 
died in September last. By her will she has liberated her slaves, 
120) in number, on the condition of removal to Liberia; and has 
bequeathed a valuable estate, real and personal, to the Missis- 
sippi Colonization Society. The death of Mrs. Reed devolved 
on the Managers of the Parent Society the duty of securing the 
benefits designed for it by ¢ “apt. Ross’s will: a duty, in perform- 
ing which the initiatory steps were promptly taken. 


grating, 


The legacy from the ‘Rev. Jonathan Pomeroy, deceased, of West 





<a 


a ae ene 


ie eden ene 


eee 


—_ 3 ~ ee ee —— = 
é ; Se monte — 
re rs a ES te etre np 
* re rt 








4 ANNUAL REPORT. (January, 


Springfield, in Hampshire county, Massachusetts, the receipt of 
which was mentioned in the last Report, amounted to $1000. 
The testator, afier bequeathing several other specific legacies, di- 
rects that the residuum of his estate should, in a given contingen- 
cy, which has since occurred, be divided equally between the 
American Colonization Society, and three other specified Institu- 
tions. 'The residuary share of each will, it is expected, amount 
to $5,000. The legacy of S5V00 bequeathed by the Rev. John 
Brich of Illinois, who died in the spring of 1837, will, there is rea- 
son to expect, be paid within two years. A legacy of $ $250, from 
the late C olonel Benjamin Tallm idge of Conne cticut, ee one of 
$1000 from the late Walter Herron of Norfolk, in Virginia, will 
probably be both paid at an early period. " 
On the subject of emigration to the Colony, the po- 
Expeditions. licy of the Managers for the last four years has, 
~~ they are gratified in believing, been approved by their 
constituents generally, and by the considerate friends of Coloniza- 
tion, whatever regret may have been caused by the circumstances 
in which that policy originated. While the financial embarrass- 
ments of the institution should continue, it was the obvious dictate 
of prudence as well as justice to avoid augmenting them by ex- 
peditions to the Colony at the expense of the Treasury; and to 
apply the current income, except in cases of donations for speci- 
fied objects, to the reduction of the debt, the procurement of such 
supplies as the occasional necessities of the Colony might require, 
and to the great work of improving its condition. In conformity 
with these principles, but few emigrants have been sent out since 
the year 1834, besides those for whose transfer and settlement spe- 
cial provision had been made. Im all such instances no avoidable 
delay was permitted in the accomplishment of their wishes. 

The principles just referred to were enforced during the last 
year by circumstances which scarcely left the Managers an option 
on the subject. Accordingly no emigrants have been sent to Li- 
beria Sosiek the past year by the Parent Society. In their last 
Report the Managers stated that the Ship Emperor, Capt. Keeler, 
had been employed to convey to the Colony, fifty-nine manumitted 
slaves of Mr. John Smith, of Sussex County in Virginia, and 
thirty-one of the Rev. John Stockdell, of Madison County, in 
the same State. On the 12th of January last, those and a few 
ether emigrants, being in the whole 96, were landed in good 
health at Monrovia. Eighty-three were located at Millsburg and 
thirteen at Caldwell, and their lands were promptly assigned 
to them. Mr. Smith’s will directed that, after his wife’s death, his 
slaves and their increase should be emancipated and sent to Libe- 
ria, with a supply of clothing and one year’s provision, exclusive 
of the cost ef their maintenance during the voyage, and that the 
expenses of their transfer and settlement should be defrayed out of 
his estate. The directions of Mr. Stockdell’s will, as to the expen- 
ses of transfer and settlement, were similar ; except that the provi- 
sion for supporting his pe ople after their arrival at the Colony, was 
limited to six months. These generous arrangements enabled the 
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Managers to make a large and interesting accession to the Colony, 
without violating the principles already referred to. 
Early in the present year the Managers consulted 
Meetings in with many enlightened friends of Colonization who 
Washington. were members of Congress, then in session, on the 
exigencies of the cause, and on ‘the adoption of measures 
for its advancement. Several public meetings in the national Me- 
tropolis were, in consequence, he Id. and an Address to the People of 
the United States, signed by many distinguished Senators and Re- 
presentatives from different sections of the Union, inviting aid to 
the Society, and assigning in brief, but emphatic terms the rea- 
sons of the invitation, was exten: sively circulated. An appeal 
emanating from sources so high in public confidence, could not 
fail to produce salutary results. But these were perceptible chiefly 
in an awakened interest throughout the United States in the ob- 
jects of the Institution, and a disposition in quarters hitherto un- 
friendly, to listen to arguments in its behalf. The immediate pe- 
cuniary result was confined to the District of Columbia ; and 
though highly honorable to the patriotism and generosity of the 
contributors, was, of course, inadequate asa measure of relief from 
existing difficulties. ‘That extensive benefit, in this respect, would 
have speedily ensued, had competent agents been despatched to 
the several States, is not doubted. Vigorous and persevering ef- 
forts were accordingly made, as there had before been, to obtain 
such agents : in every instance the compensation offered 
Agents. was as libefal as the nature of the service and the condi- 
tion of the Society justified; and in a few cases it was 
deemed judicious to propose extraordinary inducements, in order 
to attract to the service of the cause, talents and influence, of 
which the value had been tested in other situations. These 
overtures were met generally by hesitation ; sometimes by rejec- 
tion; and yet oftener, after a partial acceptance, they were ultimately 
declined ; an indecision which accumulated embarrassments on 
the action of the Board. Shortly after the last annual meeting, 
the Rev. Charles W. Andrews, whose agency in the State of Vir- 
ginia had been signally advantageous to the cause, felt himself to 
be constrained by domestic reasons to retire from it. His success 
and the importance of the field, occasioned peculiar solicitude and 
proportional difficulty in filling the vacancy. In August last, the 
Managers were fortunate enough to obtain the services of the Rev. 
Thomas B. Balch, a gentleman who, to conspicuous personal me- 
rit, added a hereditary claim to their confidence, as the son of one 
of the founders of the Society,and who participated in its direction 
from its origin to the close of his valuable life. The success 
of Mr. Balch during the brief interval since his appointment has 
equalled the sanguine expectations of the Board, and authorizes 
the hope of important results from his further progress. Among 
the objects to which it is desirable that he should invite public atten- 
tion in Virginia, is such a modification of the law of March 4, 
1833, appropriating $18,000 a year, for the colonization of free 











6 ANNUAL REPORT. (January, 


people of color, as will extend its advantages to slaves becoming 
free subsequently to that time. The failure of the application 
made to the General Assembly at its last session, to make such a 
change in the law, has been ascribed, on probable grounds, 
causes not affecting the principle of the application. ‘There is yet 
stronger reason for supposing that the reje ction of it was not coin- 
cident with the will of the people of Virginia. When the Coloni- 
zation Society of that State held its annual meeting in January 
last, its correspondence had extended over about 50 of the several 
counties ofthe State, and disclosed but a single case of repugnance 
to the desired modification. From the respect uniformly shown 
by the enlightened Legislature of Virginia to the will of their consti- 
tuents and the indications of their favor to the Colonizing plan, 
it may be inferred that the time is not far distant when that plan 
will receive efficient aid at their hands. On no portion of the 
Union can its operation be more auspicious than on that renowned 
member of the Confederacy to which it owes its birth, and whose 
most illustrious worthies have been its warm advocates and liber- 
al benefactors. Should the law of 1833 be relieved from its pre- 
sent restriction, the arrears of the fund which it provides would 
place in immediate activity for colonizing purposes about $100,000. 

It has long been the opinion of the Parent Board, as well as the 
Managers of the State Society, that Virginia presents a field of 
agency too extensive and laborious for a single individual. When 
an additional agent, competent and willing. can be found, the State 
Society will doubtless concur with the Parent Institution in ap- 
pointing him, as it has done in the case of Mr. Balch, and in every 
other measure promotive of the cause. The faithful support 
which the Virginia Society has afforded to the American Coloni- 
zation Society uniformly, and often in trying times, deserves the 
most cordial and respectful acknowledgments. 

The strong interest in favorof Colonization, which is manifested 
in the great and growing State of Ohio, demands an agent in that 
State, additional to the Rev. Wm. Wallace, to whom the South- 
western portion of it was assigned in May last. This gentleman 
accepted his appointment at a subsequent period, and has displayed 
commendable activity and diligence in the discharge of his duties. 
The agency of the Rev. Wm. Matchett in Virginia and Delaware, 
though only occasional, has been attended with agreeable results. 

The difficulty already adverted to, which had been experienced 
in obtaininga sufficient number of suitable agents, was among 
the considerations which induced the Board in August last to 
appoint Judge Samuel Wilkeson, of Buffalo, in New York, 
General Agent of the Society for the whole Union, with 
authority, under instructions from the Poard, to commission, 
instruct, or remove such agents as he might Geem necessary ; to 
fix the amount and mode of their compensation ; to receive and 
apply to the payment of the debts of the Society, the sums which 
might be collected by himself, or the agents of his appointment ; 
and to adopt and execute such other measures in aid of the great ob- 
ject of the Society, as he might deem expedient; it being understood 
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that he should keep the Board regularly and fully informed of his 
proceedings. Doubts existed as to the competency of the Board to 
delegate such essential portions of the trust which had been confided 
to ther n; but acrisis was believed to have arrived which necessitated 
and therefore justified measures of unusual strength. Representa- 
tions of Judge Wilkeson’s high character tor integrity ; of his energy 
and ability as a man of business, of his extensive acquaintedness 
throughout the Union, and of his disposition to make extraordi- 
nary personal sacrifices in behalf of the cause, determined the 
Board that if so liberal a confidence could properly be reposed in 
any individual, a fitter depositary of it could no where be found. 
Judge Wilkeson accepted the appointment, declining any compen- 
sation for his services, and promptly proceeded to the execution 
of his duties. He has obtained several agents. Among these 
is Mr. Elliott Cresson, heretofore distinguished by his zeal and 
labors in the cause. ‘Lhis gentleman accepted an appoint- 
ment to visit Vermont and other Eastern States, aud has every 
where been received with pleasure and respect. ‘The Rev. Moses 
Chase, of Oneida County, in New York, has aiso accepted an 
agency in that State, with the consent of the New York City Co- 
lonization Society, tor the purpose of raising funds in aid of the 
packet enterprise. His success has been commensurate with his 
high character and qualifications. The success of Mr. Cresson’s 
tour demonstrates the practicability of reviving the Colonization 
spirit even where apathy has long prevailed. Judge Wilkeson 
has deemed it advisable to postpone the positive engagement of 
any other agents until after the close of the present meeting of the 
Society. 
Prior to Judge Wilkeson’s appointment as Gene- 
Liberian Packet. yal Agent, he had, at one of the Colonization Meet- 
ings in Washington City which have been already 
mentioned, submitted for consideration a collateral plan for aiding 
the cause. ‘I'he principal ieatures of it were that a vessel should 
be purchased to be sold to such tree persons of color as would 
saree to man her with colored seamen, and navigate her as a regu- 
lar packet between the United States and Lib era; and that pay- 
ment should be made by the conveyance in her of emigrants from 
this country to the colonial settlements in Africa. At the meeting 
referred to, this plan was tully developed by the projector. It was 
received with general and warm approbation, both as tending to 
save a considerable portion of the funds heretofore absorbed in 
passage money at high rates, and as a judicious expedient for ele- 
vating the views of the colored man in connexion with a return 
to the land of his ancestors. This plan has since received signal 
marks of favor at the north, and has been formally recommended 
to the public, in an address signed by distinguished christians, 
philanthropists and business men. Proofs of general approbation, 
more practically significant, have been afforded in the subscriptions 
bythe New York City Colonization Society, of $3000 toward 
purchasing a vessel ; by the New Jersey Siate Colonization So. 
ciety, SLOVO to the same object; and by individuals of $40 
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amounting altogether to $4,400. On his own private responsibil- 
ity, generously pledged, Judge Wilkeson has purchased for six 
thousand dollars, the ship Saluda, of 584 tons burden, a fast sailer, 
in good order, with accommodations for 150 passengers, and well 
adapted to run as a packet ship to Liberia. He has engaged Capt. 
William C. Waters, of Salem, Massachusetts, a skilful navigator, 
as master of the vessel, anda crew consisting of colored men, to 
convey in her to Liberia such colored emigrants as may desire to 

o thither ; provided that applications for the purchase of the ship 
shall not be made by the middle of the present month. In con- 
formity with his original design, Judge Wilkeson has publicly 
offered the vessel for sale, on a credit of 1, 2,5, and 4 years, if re- 
quired, to free colored men of respectable character, capable of na- 
vigating her, who will remove to, and hail from Liberia ; payment 
to be made in conveying emigrants from this country to Liberia, 
to be furnished by the Ame rican Colonization Society,or the affili- 
ated Societies of New York and Pennsylvania. If the purchase 
be not made in the United States, Capt. Waters will be empowered 
to sell the vessel to such respectable Colonists in Liberia, as may 
agree to the terms. 

In addition to Mr. Cresson’s visit before noticed, 

Public sentiment to New England, the Secretary of the Society has 
in the U. States. been recently engaged in promoting the cause in 
— that portion of the Union. ‘The long abandonment 
of the field, ‘aeons the want of agents to occupy it, the conse- 
quent indiffereiice in the public mind, and the aetivity of hostile 
influences were obstacles in his path so formidable, that it was not 
hoped that he could immediately surmount them. But the Board 
are gratified to believe that the course which he has adopted will, 
in due time, lead to results of lasting importance e to the cause. 

In New York and Pennsylvania the contributions appear by 
the last report of the affiliated Colonization Societies of those States, 
to have very far exceeded those of former years. Those Societies 
have not during the present year, sent any new emigrants to their 
Colony, but they have ac complished much in this country by en- 
lightening public sentiment, and establishing numerous auxiliary 
institutions. 

In New Jersey, a new impetus has been given to Colonization, 
by aconvention of delegates trom different parts of the State, which 
met at Trenton in July last; established a State Colonization 
Society ; and adopted various measures for promoting the cause, 
which have already been attended with signal success. The re- 
cent success of the cause in New Jersey, may be attributed, in part, 
to the able and indefatigable labors of Mr. William Halsey , who 
at considerable personal sacrifice, withdrew from the practice 
of a lucrative profession, and devoted himself to the service of 
Colonization. 

In Maryland, the only State of the Union which has hitherto 
made the Colonizing principle part of its permanent policy, legis- 
lative aid has enabled the State Society to act with conspicuous 
vigor and effect during the past year. An expedition was sent in 
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May, and another in November, consisting of about ninety emi- 
grants, to its Colony at Cape Palmas. ‘lhe rule which that In- 
stitution has prescribed to itself of sen ding ont its emigrants well 
provided, and not more than could be conveniently received, has 
proved highly beneficial in its operation, and especially in avoid- 
ing the evil of a growth in the ( ‘colony too bap id for its strength. 

“Vo the favorable condition of public opinion in Virginia and 
Ohio in regard to Colouization, allusion has been made in a for- 
mer part of this Report. Similar sentiments, differing in degree, 
are believed to exist in nearly every State of the Union, and 
need only intelligent and discreet agents to ripen into active aid 
and co-operation. 

In Alabama, Colonization has been the subject of appeals in 
its behalf through the press, which have been well received; and 
even in South Carolina, many zealous friends to it are to be 
found, some of whom are among her most infiuential citizens. 

In their last Report the Managers noticed the progress made by 
the Mississippi State Society in establishing a Co! ony in Africa 
under the general control of the Parent Society. This Colony is 
at the mouth of the river Sinoe, about midway between Bassa Cove 
and Cape Palmas. An annual sum of fourteen thousand dollars 
has already been subscribed for its benefit; and from the spirit in 
favor of Colonization whicl exists in Mississippi, there is no 
ground for apprehension that the settlement will be permitted to 
languish. The Louisiana State Society has adopted measures 
preliminary to the establishment of another settlement. 

Though it has been possible to afford but little aid 
Condition of since the last Annual Meeting, to the Colony, the 
the Colony. = Managers are happy to learn, as well from official 
commuuications transmitted by the Colonial authori- 
ties, as from what may be regarded as more impartial testimony, 
that its general condition is satisfactory. 'The Colonial settlements 
planted ‘by the American Colonization Saciety, and still under its 
jurisdiction, are five in number and contain about four-fifths of the 
Colonial population on the Western coast of Africa. Of these, 
Monrovia, at Cape Montserrado, is the principal and the oldest.— 
It has about 1200 caveats 2 whom commeree still continues 
to be the chief occupation; a preference suggested in part by 
its peculiar inducements, as an eligibly situated seaport, to mer- 
cantile pursuits. It has its own ship wiights, and cther artisans, 
two forts, four churches, und two scliool: houses, A court- house, 
and a jail are now in the course of being built. 

New Georgia is located on Stockton creek, about four miles from 
Monrovia, with about 300 inhabitants, chiefly recaptured Africans, 
of the Ebo and Congotribes. ‘These peop ‘le, but lately captives 
in slave vessels, are remarkable for good order, industry, and a dee 
sire of improvement. 'T'here are two schools in this settlement 

Caldwell, eight miles from Monrovia, is situated on St. Pau 
river, which is here abouta mile in width. It has two churches 
and two schools. The number of inhabitants is estimated to be 
600, chiefly farmers. 
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Millsburg is twelve miles higher up the St. Paul’s river, and 20 
miles distant from Monrovia. It hastwochurches. The ‘popula- 
tion is about 500, chiefly agricultural. 

Marshall, the last settlement planted by the American Coloni- 
zation Society, and yet an infante sstablishment, is situated at the 
Junk river, near its entrance intothe sea. It contains about 150 
inhabitants, chiefly recaptured Africans. 

Edina, at present under the immediate jurisdiction of the affilia- 
ted Societies of New York and Pennsylvania, under a conditional 
cession made in December, 1836, was founde d by the Parent So- 
ciety, about six yearsago. It is situated on the St. John’s river : 
and has about 3U0 inhabitants, two churches and two schools. 

The fondness for mercantile adventure which long predomina- 
ted at the Colony, injuriously, in the judgment of the Board, to its 
permanent interests, has of late years yielded to the influences 
which they have sought to move a gainst it, and to the monitions 
of experience among the settlers. ‘They are now, there is every 
reason to believe, convinced shai the cultivation of the soil is the 
great source from which they are to expect substantial prosperity. 
A progressive attention to agriculture has been observable among 
them for several years past; the native productions are raised in 
increased abundance; and industry and skill have been successful- 
ly exerted in acclimating foreign seeds, plants, vegetables and trees. 
The wisdom of this course is remarkably illustrated by the fact 
that as farming pursuits have become popular, the number of pau- 
pers has proportionally decreased. In a des ‘pate h from the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, under date of the Slst of July last, and the 
latest from him which has been received, he says: “On the sub- 
“ject of agriculture in the Colony, I am happy to be able to repeat 
“ what I have said in former communications. ‘The interest mani- 
“ fested on the subject, is daily increasing, and the prospeet bright- 
“ening. All here feel the necessity of raising first such articles 
“ of food as are required for our own wants, and in such quantities 
“as to supply those wants. ‘I'he greatest and only difficulty is to 
“believe that with the most abundant supply of Afric’s produce, 
“the articles to which we were accustomed in America, are not 
“indispensable to our condition.” ‘The temporary existence of the 
difficulty here indicated is natural. But the influence of habit 
must finally succumb to the influence of circumstances; and in 
nocountry is it likely that the change could be effected more rapidly 
than in Western Africa; for in no country does the soil more 

romptly reward the toil of the husbandman. « Think,” says the 
Editor of the Liberia Herald, “of the unreasonableness of men 
“complaining of being too poor to farm it, or of being unable to 
“ make a living by agriculture, , whe *n at the same time they y possess 
“an unlimited extent of soil, ‘to which all articles necess sary to 
“comfort are indigenous, and of many of which it will produce 
“twocrops a year.” ‘I’ he advance of agriculture at the Colony 
has been hitherto retarded | y the want of working animals. Cir- 
cumstances heretofore explained have counterac ted the efforts of 
the Board to supply them. These efforts will doubtless be renewed 
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by their successors. Capt. Waters, of the packet ship Saluda, has 
it in charge to touch at the Cape de Verd Islands, and there pro- 
cure mules for the Colony. 

In order that the Code of Laws which it has long been the pur- 
pose of the Managers to furnish the Colony, tnay possess the in- 
dispensable practical advantage of being accommodated, so far as 
may be possible, to the wants and wishes of the community which 
it is to govern, the Board heretofore invited an expression in de- 
tail, of Colonial opinion on that subject. The Lieutenant Gover- 
nor in his last despatch, states that with a view to obtain it, he had 
convened the citizens; and that they appointed a committee of ten 
persons, with instructions to make the necessary inquiries and ex- 
aminations, and transmit to the Board such alterations and amend- 
ments in the existing laws as the Committee might deem adapted 
to the present state of Liberia. This communication will of course 
be received with every disposition on the part of the Managers in 
office to adopt its suggestions, when cousistent, in their judgment, 
with the true interests of the Colony, and with the great objects 
of jurisprudence. 

Though numerous Colonial enactments have from time to time 
been made, the prudence of the Council bas seldom imposed on 
the Managers the unpleasant duty of rejecting them. .The most 
important exception of recent occurrence, was that of a law enact- 
ed by the Colonial authorities in January last, but not communi- 

catedto the Board till August following, concerning 
Law concerning the binding of native Africans as apprentices to Co- 
Apprentices. Jonists. ‘Though persuaded that judicious regula- 
tions on this subject might become an instrument of introducing 
christianity and education among the native tribes, the Managers 
could not foresee this benefit from the particular law, and were 
not satisfied, in other respects, with its details. Some evils might, 
they apprehended, result, and more, they felt certain, would be 
imagined, as well from what it omitted as from what it contained. 
Their sanction to it was therefore refused; and the communica- 
tion of the refusal to the Lieutenant Governor, was accompanied 
by a draft, carefully prepared, of a general law concerning appren- 
tices, with a special provision in reference to children of natives, 
which seemed appropriate to the peculiar helplessness of theircon- 
dition. 





Despatches received from the Colony in June 
Acquisition of last, informed the Board that in April preceding, 
Little Bassa- = the Colonial Government had sent Commissioners, 
under a military escort to Little Bassa, to renew a 
demand unsuccessfully made eighteen months before, for payment 
of debts from natives to Colonists, and compensation for public 
property, alleged to have been forcibly seized. 'To those objects 
the country, according to the Colonial statement, had been pledged 
on the occasion of the former demand, by the chiefs and head men 
in solemn palaver, and became forfeited by the non-execution of 
the agreement then made. The renewed demand proving equally 
fruitless, the commissioners, in pursuance of their instructions, 
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took possession of the pledged territory in right of the agreement, 
and in the name of the Society. 

The official communication of these transactions and events be- 
ing too imperfect to en ble the Board to decide on the propriety 
of the proceedinys of the Colonial Government, they immediately 
directed that an ample report should be transmitted tothem. The 
opportunity was used to recall the attention of the Colonists to the 
principles which must regulate their intercourse with the natives, 
so long as the Society retains its African jurisdiction. From the 
justice, liberality and forbearance, which have heretofore charac- 
terized that intercourse on the part of the Liberians, the Managers 
indulge the hope that no deviation from those principles will be 
perceived in the present case when fully explained and correctly 
understood. 

In regard to the general condition and prospects of the settle- 
ments of Liberia, the Man: gers might adduce the testimony of se- 
veral gentlemen, who have recently visited the United States after 
a residence of several months, and in some cases of several years, 
within their limits, to show that they are such as to dem onstrate 
the wisdom and benevolence of the Society, and leave little for its 
friends to regret but the deficiency of 1ts means, and the tardiness 
of its movements. In their general statements of the prosperity 
and promise of the Colony, Messrs. Skiuner, Seys, Matthias, Bu- 
ehanan, McDowell, Savage, with Messrs. Shaw and Brown (in- 
telligent men of color, and the former arcsident of morethan four- 
teen years in Liberia,) concur. A letter of Dr. Goheen, a very 
respectable and well educated physician attached to the Methodist 
Mission at Monrovia, dated the Sth of August, 1838, exhibits the 
most satisfactory evidence of the good ch aracter,contentment and 
improvement of the settlers, as wonderfulas itis gratifying to 
every humane and christian heart. He remarks:— 


‘It is asource of great pleasure to me to be able to inform you that 
all the colonies are in a prosperous condition. ‘lhe vigorous exertions 
and anxious devotedness which characterize the efforts of the citizens to 
elevate and establish themselves permanently in the possession of pri- 
vileges moral and political, almost amount to enthusiasm. 

‘The people are industrious and persevering in their attempts to gain 
a comfortable livelihood, temperate and economical in their habits, and 
appear to be really enjoying life. 

‘It is a mistaken idea that among the colonists there are contentious 
and dissatisfied spirits who long * for the flesh-pots of Egypt,’’ and 
desire to turn back and enjoy ** the proud man’s contumely” in Ameri- 
ca. No, no; there are here no restless persons, nor any who would 
give up their possessions in Africa for any station, no matter however 
elevated, in the country where they cannot have equal rights, but must 
ever be looked upon as the dark and degraded sons of Ham. Many to 
whom I have put the question—would you prefer to return to America, 
and live bondmen as you have been? have replied in substance, No, sir, 
we would rather remain here, possessed of half the privileges and hap- 
piness that we now have, than go back and be reported free men in any 


of the States. 























1839.) ANNUAL REPORT. 13 


‘I have inquired diligently, and I have yet the first man to find who 
would leave Liberia for a residence in America on any terms. 

“This account you will find fully corroborated by the numerous letters 
written by the C olonists, and sent to their afflicted brethren throughout 
the Union. I am aware that it is not credited by some ; but if men are 
not themselves the best judges of their own enjoyments and feelings, and 
are not to be believed when they thus publicly testify of the blessings 
and comforts which they possess, Task, what portion of this community 


is it that is better qualified to decide 2” 


Again, observes Dr. Goheen : 


“Tt is utterly impossible for you to form a correct estimate of the 
amount of good that has resulted from the means thus far expended, un- 
less you were here to observe with your own eyes the changes wrought. 
The man who was a slave in America is here a free citizen; the ple- 
beian and servant there, the Lord of the soil here; there the degraded 
child of affliction, here the claimant and occupant of the highest. office 
in the gift of a free people. Here there are Colonists of all professions 
and trades ; governors, divines, lawyers, physicians, and mechanics. — 
Here are hae who possess we alth and live at ease ; here the inhabi- 
tants enjoy all the comforts and luxuries of asoil the most fertile, well 
watered, and best timbered, that I have everseen. And here permit me 
to ask, why do you Colonization folks, in every address that you make, 
speak of the burning sands and barren shores of Africa? Because in 
the vast continent of Africa, the Zahara desert is found. Where is the 
continent that has no desert? Is there nota great desert within the ter- 
ritory of the United States? England and other European nations get 
all their shipbuilding and other timber from Africa. ‘The coast from 
Senegambia, southward, presents an almost impregnable forest, which 
contains a much greater variety of trees than you have in the States, 
and also a sufficiency to supply the world for centuries. But to return. 
There is here every possible inducement to prompt and stimulate the 
emigrant to action ; a rich soil, a great variety of vegetables, and a ready 
market. ‘The authorities of this town have recently established a mar- 
ket, which overflows with the products of the country. ‘The comforts 
possessed by the farmers, mechanics, and merchants, far surpass the 
opinion that you would form of them, unless you could be present, to be 
received into houses as splendidly furnished and well provided with all 
the luxuries that are usually found in the possession of citizens of refined 
and populous towns. 

The moral and religious state of society is very good; this is em- 
phatically a church-going community. In this town we have a ‘*Moral 
Friendship Society,” a **Union Sisters of Charity Society,’’ a ‘‘Female 
Benevolent Society,” a ‘‘Missionary Society,’’ a flourishing ‘‘’Temper- 
ance Society ;’’ and to the above list we have recently added a “Liberia 
Lyceum.” ‘The Lyceum is well attended, and promises to bestow 
much lasting good upon the citizens. 

“From the above facts it is evident that your cause is a good one, and 
has been blessed and prospered by Heaven's hand ; it has found favor 
in the sight of God and man; itis fraught with considerations the most 
ennobling; it demands from every well-wisher of the human family his 
suffrage, and appeals directly for assistance to all Christian believers in 


the coming millenium.” 
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It is true that two or three individuals who have visited Liberia 
have made representations of its character and condition ofa dif- 
ferent and discouraging nature, but neither the sources from which 
they proceed, nor the circumstauces under which they were made, 
can give them the credit to which the testimony just cited, and 
that by which it is confirmed, is entitled in the judgment of sober 
and candid minds. ‘Che Managers are convinced that the histo- 
ry of Colonization affords no instance in which the establishment 
of Colonies in an uncl ivilizs ced country has been more successful 
than on the shores of Liberia 

In the month of Aprillast, David Logan, a Colonist, 
Logan’s Case. was killed by a Mandingo, and his property destroy- 
ed, under circumstances of singular cruelty. Ter- 
ritory was pledged by the natives for the performance of their 
agreement to deliver up the murderers, and pay the value of the 
destroyed property. ‘I'he Board have instructed the Lieutenant 
Governor to forward a detailed report of all the facts and circum- 
stances, in any manner, or at any time, connected with this out- 
rage, and to refrain, till further directions, from any attempt to take 
possession of the mortgaged land. 'I‘hey have also distinctly 
prohibited the undertaking of any military enterprize, without 
their express authority, against the natives, except under circum- 
stances which would render the del ay of obtaining it incompati- 
ble with the public safety. 

In their last Annual Report, it was the painful duty of the 
Managers to notice the continued « seat and in some re- 
spects "augmented atrocities of the slave trade. Little in rela- 

tion to it has since been doi ne, which is consolatory 
Slave Trade. to the friends of humanity. Evidence is stated to 
~ sexist’: that slave dealers have resorted to new de- 
vices, as ingenious as they are detestable, for evading the inter- 
national arrangements for suppressing the traflic, which had been 
adopted by our own Government, and several of the European 
powers, Of these powers, only one has of late, shown any prac- 
tical disposition to oer its professions and to redeem its pledges 
of hostility to the object of their common denunciation. But it is 
animating to the hopes of philanthropy that the excepted instance 
is that of a nation possessing both the moral and physical strength 
to give significance to her interposition. A trade which the 
Congress of Vienna had described as having “degraded Eu- 
rope, desolated Africa, and afflicted humanity, ”* became during the 
past summer, the theme of solemn council and action in the Par- 
liament of England, The youthful Queen responding to the 
wishes of that Assembly, a as announced her intention of proposing 


new treaties for annihil al rth 7 slave t) re all d the still more lm- 
portant purpose of urging the fulfilment of former treaties on that 
subject, hitherto ne Bp a ppc promised co-action of 


one of the Continental Siates is said to have beeu purchased at the 
cost of half a million sterling from the British treasury; and that 
of another, besides its pecuniary consideration, may have been 
prompted by deference to a constant and powerful protector. By 
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these two Governments at least, the late movements of the En- 
glish Sovereign and Parliament will not, it may be supposed, be 
unheeded. A faithful and vigorous execution of their treaty en- 
gagements would soimpair the foundations of the slave > trade as 

materially to diminish the importance of any course which might 
be adopted by the other powers of Continental Europe. Our own 
country has borne emphatic testimony to her detestation of the 
nefarious traflic, by denouncing it under all the forms of law as 
piracy. ‘The critic has smiled at this imputed solecism in lan- 
guage. The philanthrop ist may weep that the operation of the law 
has been too often as gentle as its tones are severe. Every friend 
to humanity, and to the true glory of the American name, must 
fervently desire that the wisdom of Congress may devise means for 
giving efficacy to its malediction of the most demoniac pursuit 
which the spirit of avarice ever prompted fallen man to engage in. 

One of the most interesting aspects in which the plan of African 
Colonization can be regarded, is its repressive influence on the 
slave trade. Without insinuating any extravagant claim for the 
Society, the Managers may be permitted to notice the historical 
fact, that as its operations extended, the trade declined in the vi- 
cinity of its settlements, and that the trade has revived as the re- 
sources of the Society have diminished. ‘Three years ago, it was 
the subject of common remark, that wherever the Society ac- 
quired territory, the neighboring slave dealer broke up his factory ; 
that, in the language of a pious and intelligent missionary, wher- 
ever the Society advanced its foot, the slaver fled before it. Un- 
happily, from causes for which it is not responsible, this benign 
influence has of late been less signal. But these causes are tem- 
porary, and inspire no distrust of the future. Nor can they affect 
the degree of credit due to the Society through the fact, that on the 
very ruins of slave factories, a Christian republic has been erected 
and now flourishes. 

Information has reached the Managers that vessels from the 
United States habitually supply the slave vessels on the African 
coast, and even the proprietors of slave depots, with provisions 
and merchandize. ‘This evil w ill, it is feared, continue, till the se- 
veral colonizing associations shall have obtained possession of the 
whole coast, ‘and have lined it with colonists. The extent of the 
trade would, it is believed, be diminished, and its horrors be miti- 
gated, if vessels of war belonging to nations united for the avow- 
ed purpose of suppressing it, were to cruise regularly on the coast, 
with authority to seize not only vessels with slaves on board, but 
all vessels fitted out for the trade, on or near the coast, and ready 
to receive the unhappy prisoners. A practised eye can, it is said, 
easily distinguish such vessels. By the establishment of Colonial 
settlements on the African coast, at a moderate distance from each 
other, not only would the present slave marts be destroyed, but 
such settlements would furnish the means of mutual defence 
against attacks, either from the slave vessels, or from the savage 
natives, instigated by the more savage slave dealers. Only a few 
years have passed since such alleged instigation produced an 
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onslaught on the defenceless colonists at Bassa Cove, and their 
extermination and fliyht, before relief from remote settlements 
conld reach them. 

Before dismissing this topic, the Managers deem it proper to add 
that ramors having reached them that one or two of the Colonists 
had occasionally performed mechanical work and stored goods for 
merchants alleged to have been concerned, directly or indirectly, 
in the slave trade, a strict and prompt investigation has been or- 
dered. Should the result, contrary to the confident expectation 
of the Board, disclose any such proceeding, the path of duty, how- 
ever painful to them, will be plain. 

The Managers haying failed, since Captain 
Colonial Governor. Hitchcock declined the office of Colonial Gover- 
nor, to secure the services of a competent incum- 
bent, the Colony is still under the care of Mr. Anthony D. 
Williams, the Lieutenant Governor. The Board now renew 
the expression, heretofore made, of their general satisfaction 
with the ability, prudence, and economy of his administration.— 
But being of opinion that the time has not yet arrived when the 
interests of the Colony would permit them to be permanently un- 
der the Government of a Colonist, and that the present arrange- 
ment has already continued too long for one of a temporary cha- 
racter, the Managers regard the speedy appointment of a Governor 
of Liberia to be an object of primary importance. The present 
meeting of the Society ‘affords an eligible opportunity for the in- 
terchange of opinions and suggestions as to filling the vacancy. 
The agency notes which were sent out in 1834, in 
Agency notes. order to aid in providing a currency for the Colo- 
ny, a part of which it was suspected had been ab- 
ducted, have since been recovered. ‘The Managers have directed 
that they should, from time to time, be put into circulation. 
In June last, Dr. Ezekiel Skinner, Colonial 
Colonial Physicians. Physician, returned to the United States ina 
feeble state of health. The vacancy has not 
been supplied, as the Society has since sent no emigrants to the 
Colony, and the three assistant colored physicians, Dr. ‘aylor, Dr. 
Chase, and Dr. Prout, stationed in the several towns, were sup- 
posed to be adequate to meet the medical wants of the citizens. 
At the last Annual Meeting of the Society, certain un- 
Auxiliary settled and disputed African accounts between it and the 
Societies. affiliated Auxiliary Societies of New York and Penn- 
sylvania, were referred, with the consent of the Dele- 
gates from the two Auxiliaries, to three arbitrators for adjustment 
and decision. ‘The public duties of the arbitrators, as Members of 
Congress, having prevented them trom closing their investigation 
before the adjournment of that body, the parties agreed to refer the 
subject to Judge Wilkeson, as solo arbitrator. ‘This gentleman 
has, it is understood, examined it, and made a decision. This 
will, it is presumed, remove any obstacle to the execution by the 
two Auxiliaries, of the compact. 
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Since the last anniversary, three of the early and faithful friends 
of the Society have been removed from the world, we trust to en- 
joy the rewards of fidelity to the great author of all benevolent 
designs. Isaac M’Kim, of Maryland, a Vice President of the 
Society, contributed to sustain its earliest operations, and retained, 
we doubt not, to the last,a heartfelt interest in its suecess. 'T'o 
other benevolent institutions he was a benefactor, and his memory 
will be cherished by all who were acquainted with his worth. 

The late Davip I. Burr of Richmond had been for many years, 
among the most generous and active friends of the Society, and his 
death is a great loss to the church and community in which he 
lived, as well as to Liberia, of which he was an early, active, and 
generous friend. Benevolence and piety mingle their tears upon 
his grave, and while he is permitted no longer to labor on earth, 
he has left to us the power of a bright and winning example. 

Of Mrs. Ann R. Pace, of Frederick County, Va., we can say 
nothing which will represent to those who remember her, that holy 
and sublime goodness which sought usefulness as it shunned ad- 
miration, and was rather seen in the self-sacrificing and watchful 
discharge of duty and kindness to the poor and unfortunate, than 
in scenes of public observation. She early regarded the Coloniza- 
tion scheme as designed by Providence for the redemption of the 
African race, and her confidence in its success was unshaken to 
the last. Her time, her prayers, her property, and her exertions 
were unitedly contributed to its support, and nearly thirty human 
beings who received freedom at her hands, were assisted by her 
bounty to find a home and an inheritance in Liberia. 'T'wo of 
the sisters of this devout and benevolent lady bequeathed their en- 
tire property to this Society ; her spirit was the same as theirs, 
and we donbt not she now shares with them in the everlasting 
rewards of the Saviour’s perfect and immortal kingdom. 

In conclusion, the Managers would urge every friend of this 
Society to feel the importance of this cause of Colonization in all 
its varied and most interesting relations to our country and to Af- 
rica. Great efforts, large resources, are demanded for its complete 
execution. Let the former be made, the latter contributed with- 
out delay. Itis a work for the whole nation, worthy of its power 
and treasure. Itis fraught with blessings of unspeakable worth 
to two races of men and two quarters of the world. Letall patriots, 
all christians hear the appeal of suffering millions, and come for- 
ward with warm hearts and generous hands for their relief. 
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TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN COLO- 
NIZATION SOCIETY. 


The Twenty Seconp Annual Meeting of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society was held on Tuesday, 11th December, 1838, at 7 o'clock 
P. M. in the Hall of the House of Representatives, in the Capitol of 
the United States, in the presence of a crowded audience. 

The President of the Society being absent, Cuartes Fenton MeEr- 
cer, M. C.a Vice President, presided. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. James Laurier, 
D.D. of Washington. 

The following Delegates were announced as having been appointed 


to represent their respective Societies at this meeting: 

From the New York City Colonization Society: Rev. Gardiner Spring, D.D., 
Rev. Alexander Proudfit, D.D., David M. Reese, M.D., William L. Stone, Anson 
G. Phelps. 

From the Oneida county, N. Y. Society: Henry A. Foster, M. C. 

From the New Jersey State Society: John B. Aycrigg, M. C., J. P. B. Maxwell, 
M.C., William Halsted, M. C., James F. Randolph, M. C., Charles C. Stratton, 
M. C. 

From the Pennsylvania Society: Rev. George W. Bethune, D.D., Edward Coles, 
Stephen Colwell, Charles Naylor, M. C., Thomas Buchanan. 

From the Young Men’s Colonization Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Philadelphia: Kev. William H. Gilder. 

From the Virginia State Colonizaiion Soctety: Charles F. Mercer, M. C., William 
C. Rives, M C., James Garland, M. C., Henry A. Wise, M. C., Abel P. Upshur. 

From the Monongalia county, Va. Colonization Society: Waitman T. Willey. 

From the Green County, Ohio, Colonization Suciety: Thomas Corwin, M,. C., 
Samson Mason, M. C., Patrick G. Goode, M. C. 

From the Trumbull county, Chio, Colonization Society: John W. Allen, M. C, 

From the Washington City Colonization Society: Matthew St. Clair Clarke, 
Thomas P. Jones, Josiah F. Polk. 

The Report of the Board of Managers, read by the Secretary, repre- 
sented the cause in this country as rising in public estimation; its 
friends as resolved to impart new vigor and extent to its proceedings; 
and the communities in Liberia as advancing in knowledge and pros- 
perity, and as already animated with zeal and enterprise for their own 
improvement, and the elevation of their race. 

It is not at present in our power to give even a sketch of the various 
speeches. It may be said that at no anniversary of the Society has 
the cause received a nobler impulse. 


On motion of Z. C. Lex, of Baltimore, it was 

Resolved, That the report of the Managers be accepted, and published in the 
a en Repository, and that fifteen hundred copies be printed in separate pamph- 

et form. 

On motion of Dr. Reese, of New York, 

Resolved, That the experience of another year has shown, satisfactorily to this 
Society, that, as in every great scheme of good to mankind, so in that of African 
Colonization, designed to confer large and lasting’ good upon a whole race of men, 
and upon one quarter of the globe, occasional misfortunes should but inflame the 
zeal and increase the devotion of its friends, and give new energy to all their exer- 
tions. 

Henry A. Wiss, M. C., submitted the following resolution: — 

Resolved, That the cause of Colonization should be hereafter, as heretofore, (in 
contrast to the example of abolition, the declared antagonist and enemy of Colo- 
nization,) guarded jealously from all union, association, or contact with the party 
politics of the country; and that such union, association, or contact, in any form, 
or to any extent, would be pollution to its character and death to its hopes of do- 
ing good as a cause of humanity, civilization, philanthropy, and patriotism. 

An interesting debate arose on this resolution, in which the mover, 
the Rev. Dr. Beruune, of Philadelphia, the Rev. Dr. Sprine, of New 


York, and Col. Sronse, of New York, participated. It was adopted. 
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On motion of the Rev. Grorce G. Cooxman, of the Distriet of Co- 


Jumbia, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Clergy who have taken 
up collections on or about the 4th of July; and that they be respectfully invited, 
with their conzregatious, to continue to patronize the eause of African Coloniza- 
tion. 

On motion of Col. Strong, of New York, 

Resolved, That since a union of the Northern, Southern, and Middle States in the 
colonization of our free colored population is most important to success, and espe- 
cially so in its influence upon the destiny of the colored race, both in the United 
States and in Africa, such a union should be cherished by every friend of this So- 
ciety. 

On motion of James Gartanp, M. C., seconded by the Rev. R. R. 


Gorey, 

Resolved, That while this Society is an object of violent attack from opposite 

rtions of the Union, aud by men of the most opposite and hostile sentiments, it 
is the duty of those who regard it as safe for the Union, benevolent towards our 
whole colored population, and fraught with blessings inestimable to Africa, to 
unite their counsels, their devotions, and their prayers, to give to its operations 
tenfold energy and success. 

After continuing in session till half past ten o’clock, the Society, on 
motion of Mr. Bucnanan, adjourned, to meet at 9 o’elock to-morrow 


morning at the first Presbyterian church. 





Wepnespay, December 12, 1838. 


The Society met, in pursuance of adjournment, at 9 o’clock A. M. at 
the first Presbyterian church. 

The President being absent, CHartes Fenton Mercer, M. C. of 
Virginia, a Vice President, took the chair. 

On motion of the Rev. G. Sprinc, D.D. of New York, the Society 
proceeded to consider a paper entitled ‘*Outline of a New Constitution 
for the American Colonization Society,’’ which had, previously to the 
present meeting, been transmitted to the several Colonization Societies 
auxiliary to the Parent Institution. 

Mr. Mercer left the chair, which was taken by Gen. Watter 
Jones, of the District of Columbia, another Vice President, and ad- 
dressed the Society in opposition to the plan. ‘Fhe discussion was con- 
tinued by D. M. Reese, M. D. of New York, in support of the plan; 
Mr. Mercer, against it; the Rev. G. Sprinc, D.D. of New York, on 
the general subject of remodelling the Parent Society; Rev. R. R. 
Gurwey, of the District of Columbia, in explanation of the origin and 
history of the plan; by the Rev. A. Prouprit, D.D. of New York, the 
Rev. G. W. Betuune, D.D. of Philadelphia, and by H. A. Foster, 
M. C. in support of the plan. 

On motion of Col. W. L. Stone, of New York, it was 

Resolved, That the whole subject of amendments to the Constitution of the So- 
ciety be, together with the proposed ‘**Outline,” &c. referred toa select committee 
of five, with instructions to report thereon at an adjourned meeting, to be held at 7 
o’clock this evening. 

On motion of Mr. Ciarxe, the vote was reconsidered, and it was re- 
solved that the committee consist of seven. 

On motion of Mr. Fenpa.t, 

Resolved, That the President of this meeting be one of the committee, and that 
the others be elected viva voce. 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Guriey, Dr. Sprine, Mr. Bucua- 
wan, Mr. Wiixeson, and Mr. Cotwe t, were elected to be the com- 


mittee. 
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On motion of Dr. Reesr, 

Resolved, That acommittee be appointed to examine into the Treasurer’s ac- 
counts for the past year. 

On motion of Mr. Seaton, 

Resolved, That the committee on the Treasurer’s accounts be further instructed 
to examine into the proceedings of the Board of Managers. 

Dr. Reese, Mr. Puerrs, and Dr. Beruune, were appointed the 
committee. 

On motion, the Society adjourned till 7 o’clock this evening. 


WEDNESDAY, 7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Society met in pursuance of adjournment. 

Francis S. Key, a Vice President, took the chair. 

Mr. Mercer, from the committee on the subject of amendments to 
the Constitution, to which committee was also referred the plan enti- 
tled *‘.4n outline of anew Constitution for the American Coloniza- 
tion Society,” reported sundry propositions, based on the *“‘ouTLINE,” 
for remodelling the Society, the time allowed to the committee having 
been too short for the preparation of a regular report, formally arranging 
these propositions in connexion with the existing constitution of the 
Society. 

The question was taken on these propositions seriafim, and they 
were respectively carried. 

‘The Cuair then announced the question on the adoption of the whole 
constitution as amended. 

Mr. Fenpatt moved that, in order to afford a fuller opportunity for 
deliberation on so important a subject, and particularly for an exact 
comparison of the constitution as amended with the old constitution, the 
amendments adopted be referred back to the committee who reported 
them, with instructions to report at an adjourned meeting to be held at 
7 o’clock to-morrow evening, a new constitution, in proper form, on 
the principles of said amendments. 

Dr. Reest opposed the motion; and, not being seconded, it was 
withdrawn. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the whole constitution 
as amended, and carried in the affirmative. 

On motion of Dr. Reese, 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred the subject of amending the 
constitution submit, at an adjourned meeting to be held at 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning, a fair copy of the new constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, 

Resolved, That the new Board of Directors be instructed to transmit to each of 
the several colonies in Africa a copy of the constitution as amended, with a letter 
explanatory of the causes which led to its adoption, and of its intended operation 
on them. 

Dr. Reese, from the committee appointed to examine the Treasu- 
rer’s accounts, and the proceedings of the Board of Managers, made 
the following Report: 

Your Committee beg leave to report that they have examined the Treasurer’s 
Account, and have carefully compared all the receipts with the expenditures, and 
find the receipts to have been $12,748 37, including the balance of $1,150 42 in the 
Treasury at the commencement of the year; and that the expendifures during the 
year have been $12,5-3 78, leaving a balance in the Treasurer’s hands of $164 59. 
: Your Commitiee would also call the attention of the Board to the rapid decline 
in the receipts of the Society since 1835, which were $51,662 
Do. do. since 1836, do. 38,157 
Do. do. since 1837, do. 29,117 

And the present year, only 12,748 
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The debt due from the Society, your Committee find to be about $50,000, and 
with the limited receipts during the last year, it has not been in their power to 
reduce the amount of the debt. 

Your Committee deein it but an act of justice to the Board of Managers and 
the Treasurer, to give their testimony to the accuracy of the records and ‘accounts 
as well as the faithful performance of their arduous executive duties. But they 
deem it their duty to suggest the importance of an inquiry into the practicability 
and expediency of diminishing the expenses at home, in view of the drying up 
of so many sources of revenue. 

D. M. REESE, 
A. G. PHELPS, Committee. 
G. W. BETHUNE, 

Mr. Wirkeson stated that the committee appointed at the last an- 
nual meeting, with the consent of the delegates from the affiliated Aux- 
iliary Societies of New York and Pennsylvani: 1, to examine into and 
report on certain unsettled and disputed African accounts existing be- 
tween the American Colonization Society and the said two afliliated 
Auxiliary Societies, having been compelled by their public duties, as 
members of Congress, to separate without concluding their examina- 
tion, the parties h: ul referred the matters in controversy to his arbitra- 
ment: that he had carefully examined the same, and had ‘made the award 


announced in the following Report:— 

The subject in controversy between the American Colonization Society and the 
New York and Penssylvania Societi-s having been referred to me for settlement 
by Resolutions of the Executive Committees of each Society, has been under 
consideration. 

The claims of the American Colonization Society, which I shall denominate the 
first Party, against the Pennsylvania and New York Colonization Societies, which 
I shall denominate the second Party, are for moneys claimed to be due on account 
of an agreement entered into with the parties of the second part, for the payment 
of thirty per cent. on all moneys collec te “d by them for Colonization purposes in 
New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, after the first of January, 1835, up to 
the first of January, 1837, and ten per cent. from and alter that time until the pre- 
sent. 

And the parties of the second part claim from the parties of the first part pay 
for certain goods sent out to Africain the Brig Indiana, intended for the Colony of 

Jassa Cove, but which Colony, previous to the arrival of said Brig, having been 
dispersed by hostile natives, the Brig proceeded to Monrovia, the goods were landed 
and delivered to Hankinson, Governor of the dispersed Co! lonists, from whose cus- 
tody the said goods were taken by Dr. Skinner, Governor of Monrovia. And the 
said Party further claims compet nsation for certain emigrants landed from the Brig 
Indiana at Monrovia, and who remained in that Colony. 

The testimony to sustain and resist these several claims is wholly documentary, 
consisting of affidavits and letters, much of it vague and contradictory, establish- 
ing nothing so clearly as the loose manner in which the business there was trans- 
acted. 

The first and most important inquiry presented in this case, relates to the goods 
taken possession of by Governor Skinner. 

The Brig Indiana reached her destined port, but on communicating with the 
shore, ascertained that the Colony was broken up, and that the citizens had fled 
for shelter to Monrovia. The vessel was directed to that port, the cargo dischar- 
ged, and received by Governor Hankinson, who stored the goods with Daily & 
Russwurm. Governor Hankinson disposed of part of the goods, under circum- 
stances that created doubts of his sanity. Mr. M‘Elroy, temporary agent of the 
second Party, disapproved of his conduct, and proposed that Hankinson should de- 
liver the goods to Doctor M‘Dowall. ‘To this proposition Hankinson consented, 
but subsequently declined. Mr. M‘Elroy still persisting in his efforts to take the 
goods out of the hands of Hankinson, addressed a letter to Governor Skinner, ur- 
ging him to take the goods from Hankinson. Skinner consented, and with the aid 
of the Sheriff, the goods were taken and removed to the public store. A part of 
these goods were used in giving relief to the Colonists of the second Party, and 
some for the Monrovia Colony, a part were subsequently returned to Governor 
Buchanan, and a small partis still in store at Monrovis. 

The first question to be settled is, did Governor Skinner, bv taking possession 
of the goods in question, under all the circumstances, render himself, or the Socie- 
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ty, who commissioned him, liable for the whole cargo as per invoice? The testi- 
mony of Teage and Johnson warrants the ‘elief that a part of the goods, charged 
in the invoice, was not delivered, and therefore did not come into the possession 
of Skinner. It is admitted, by both parties, that Hankinson disposed of a part of 
the goods, anil Teage and Johnson’s testimony proves, that after Skinner had dis- 
possessed Hankinson of the goods, he got access to that part not removed, and 
broke open about twenty boxes, taking goods from each, which never were returned 
It is also in testimony, that a part of the cargo consisted of hams, which arrived 
in a damaged state, and that a quantity of lumber lay exposed to waste, while 
Hankinson had charge of the cargo. Skinner did not voluntarily take possession 
of the goods, but was urged to take them by an agent of the second Party. Dr. 
McDowall united his testimony with that of said agent, M‘Elroy, pronouncing 
Hankinson mentally disqualified for the transaction of business. Under all these 
circumstances, and however unfortunately Dr. Skinner performed his trust, it is 
my opinion, that he did not subject the American Colonization Society to the lia- 
bility of accounting for the goods as claimed hy the second Party, but for that part 
of them only which were applied to the use oi the Jonrovia Colony, and those at 
retail prices. 

Dr. Skinner testifies that the whole transaction relating to these goods was 
settled in Monrovia with Governor Buchanan, and the balance due the second 
Party, to wit, $297 53 paid by draft. Governor Buchanan positively denies this 
statement. I deem it unnecessary to attempt to reconcile this contradictory tes- 
timony, as, in my opinion, Skinner was the agent of the second Party in relation 
tothe goods in question, and could not render the first Party liable, further than 
he applied goods, or the avails of them, to their benefit, and his account must be 
deemed correct, unless it is shown that goods have been applied to the benefit of 
the first Party, other than set forth in his account rendered. This, I believe, is 
done by the testimony of Hanson as to one hundred pounds of tobacco, and by 
Weaver as to one hogshead of tobaceo. And the account rendered by Mr. Buch- 
anan, except the one thousand two hundred and fifty-four pounds of tobacco, ought 
to be allowed, as there is no presumption raised against its correctness. 

As to the claims set up by the second Party, for pay for certain emigrants in- 
tended for the Bassa Cove Colony, but who were landed at Monrovia, and refused 
to emigrate to Bassa Cove, although these emigrants might have been advantage- 
ous to Monrovia, their stay there was voluntary, and not in consequence of any 
desire expressed by the first Party. The object of both parties in sending emi- 
grants to Africa being purely benevolent, it is proper to consult the feelings of the 
emigrants, as far as it can be done with sound policy. This course appears to 
have been pursued with regard to the Colony of Edina, which had been planted 
by the first Party, and transferred to the second Party free of charge. I therefore 
do not believe that the first Party is chargeable on account of the emigrants refer- 
red to. 

On the most careful examination of all the matters at issue, submitted to me, I 
am ot opinion, that in addition to the sumof $297 53, for which a draft was given 
by the first to the second Party, there ought to be charged one hundred pounds of 





tobacco, taken by the Storekeeper by permission of Dr. Skinner, $16 
One Hhd. Tobacco sold to Weaver, 1640]bs. at 14 cents, 229 60 
Account rendered by Mr. Buchanan for sundries, 27 89 
$272 99 


he claims of the American Colonization Society for per centage on moneys 

collected by the New York and Pennsylvania Societies rest on an Agreement in 

writing, which I presume both parttes regard as binding, and sufficiently explicit 

to guide them in an amicable adjustment of this matter. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 


November 28, 1838. ‘ 


Ordered, That the report be entered on the journal of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Srone, 

Resolved, That acommittee of five be appointed to recommend suitable persons 
to constitute the Board of Directors and Executive officers under the new organ- 


S. WILKESON. 


ization. 
Mr. Mercer, Dr. Reese, Dr. Betnune, Mr. Gurury, and Mr. 


SEATON, were appointed the committee. 
Adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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Tuurspay, 10 o’cLock, A. M. 


The Society met in pursuance of adjournment. 


Mr. Mercer took the chair. 
Mr. Gur.ey, from the committee on the subject of the Constitution, 


read the Constitution as amended, which is as follows : 
CONSTITUTION. 

Articte Ist. This Society shall be called ‘The American Society for coloniz- 
ing the Free People of Color of the United States.” 

2d. The object to which its attention is to be exclusively directed is to promote 
and execute a plan for colonizing (with their own consent) the free people of color 
residing in our country, in Africa, or such other place as Congress shall deem ex- 
pedient. And the Society shall act, to effect this object, in co-operation with the 
General Government and such of the States as may adopt regulations on the sub- 
ject. 
' 3d. Every citizen of the United States who shall have paid to the funds of the 
Society the sum of one dollar, shall be a meinber of this Society. 

4th. There shall be a Board of Directors, composed of delegates from the seve- 
ral State Societies, and Societies for the District of Columbia, and the Territories 
of the United States. Each Society contributing not less than one thousand dol- 
lars annually into the commen treastiry shall be entitled to two delegates; each So- 
ciety having under its care a colony shall be entitled to three delegates; and any 
two or more Societies uniting in the support of a colony, composing at least three 
hundred souls, to three delegates each. Any individual contributing one thousand 
dollars to the Society shall be a Director for life. 

5th. The Society and the Board of Directors shall meet annually at Washington 
on the third Tuesday in January, and at such other times and places as they shall 
direct. The Board shall have power to organize and administer a General Govern- 
ment for the several colonies in Liberia; to provide a uriform code of laws for such 
colonies, and manage the general affairs of Culonization throughout the U. States, 
except within the States which planted colonies. They shall alsoappoint annually 
the Executive Committee of five, with such officers as they may deem necessary, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Executive Committee and Board of Diree- 
tors, but in the latter case shall have a right to speak but not to vote. The said 
Board of Directors shall designate the salaries of the officers, to adopt such plans 
as they may deem expedient for the promotion of the Colonizatiof cause. It shall 
be their duty to provide for the fulfilment of all existing obligations of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, and nothing in the following article of these amendments 
shall limit or restrain their power to make such provision by an equitable assess- 
ment upon the several Societies. 

6th. The expenses of the General Government in Africa shall be borne by the 
several associated Societies, according to the ratio to be fixed by the Board of Di- 
rectors. 

7th. Every such Society which has under its care a colony, associated under the 
General Government, shali have the right to appropriate its own funds in the 
colonization and care of its emigrants. 

8th. The Board of Directors shall haye the exclusive right to acquire territory 
in Africa, to negotiate treaties with the native African tribes, and to appropriate 
the territory and define the limits of the Colonies. 

9th. The President and Vice Presidents of the Society, shall be elected annually 
by the Society. ° 

10th. It shall be the duty of the President or in his absence the Vice Presidents, 
according to seniority,) to preside at meetings of the Society, and to call meetings 
when he thinks necessary. . 

11th. The Board of Directors and the Executive Committee shall have power to 
fill up all vacancies occurring in their respective numbers during the year, and to 
make such by-laws for their government as they may deem necessary: Provided, 
The same are not repugnant to this Constitution. é 

12th. This Constitution may be modified or altered, upon a proposition to that 
effect by any of the said Societies, transmitted to each of the Societies three months 
before the annual meetings of the Board of Directors : Provided, Such proposition 
receive the sanction of two-thirds of the Board at their next annual meeting. 

13th. The Representatives of the Societies present at the annual meeting adopt- 
ing this Constitution shall have the power to elect Delegates to serve in the Board 
of Directors until others are appoiuted by their Societies. The Delegates shall 
meet immediately after their election, organize, and enter upon their duties as a 


Board. 
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h4th. Al sums paidinto the Treasury of the American Colonization Society 
shall be applied after defraying the expenses of collection of the same, and a rata- 
ble portion of the subsisting debts of the Society, to the advancement, use, and 
benefit of the colony of Monrovia: and the agent of the Society, or Governor, shall 
reside therein. 

Dr. Reese, from the Recommendatory Committee on the subject of 
nominations, made a report, which was discussed. 

Mr. Mercer left the chair, which was taken by Mr. McKennan, 
of Pennsylvania, and moved to recommit the report; which motion was 
lost. 

Mr. Mercer then moved to amend the report; which motion was 
also lost. 

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers, and re-elected 
the present President and Vice Presidents, except Mr. McKim, of Md., 
a deceased Vice President. 

The following gentlemen were elected additional Vice Presidents, 
viz. 

The Rev. Dr. Laurie the Rev. Dr. Hawley, of the District of Columbia, and the 
Rev. Wm. Winans, of Mississippi; on motion of Dr. Reese. 

The Rev. Jaines Boorman, of New York ; on motion of Dr. Proudfit. 

Henry A. Foster, M. C. of New York ; on motion of Mr. Stone. 
Bay ohn Ker, of Mississippi, and Robert Campbell, of Georgia; on motion of 

r. Gurley. 

Peter D. Vroom, of New Jersey; on motion of Dr. Bethune. 

Alexander Reed of Washington County, Penn.; on motion of Mr. McKennan. 

James Garland, of Virginia; on motion of Mr. Clarke. 

Rev. Thomas Morris, Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Ohio; on 
motion of Mr. Gilder. 

Tue American Cotonization Society, under the new organization, 
then met. Present, 

Charles F. Mercer, M. C. from the Virginia Colonization Society. 

Dr. Spring, Mr. Phelps, Dr. Proudfit, Mr. Stone, and Dr. Reese, from the New 
York City Colonization Society. 

Dr Bethune, Mr. Buchaman, and Mr. Colwell, from the Pennsylvania Coloniza- 
tion Society. 

Rev. Wm. H. Gilder, from the Young Men’s Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Philadelphia. 

Thos. L. McKennan, M. C. from the Colonization Society of Washingtoncounty, 
Pennsylvania. 

M. St. Clair Clarke and P. R. Fendall, from the Washington City Colonization 
Society. 

Mr. Mercer of Virginia, was called to the chair. 

The following gentlemen were elected Directors: 

Charles F. Mercer and James Garland, from the Virginia State Society. 

Rev. Gardiner Spring, D. D., Rev. Alexander Proudfit,D D., and Anson G. 
Phelps, from the New York City Colonization Society. 

George W. Bethune, D. D., Thomas Buchanan, and Stephen Colwell, from the 
Pennsylvania Colonization Society 

Walter Jones and Francis 8. Key, from the Washington City Colonization So- 
ciety. 

The Society then adjourned, to meet again on the third Tuesday of 
January next. 


Tuurspay, DecemBer’ 13, 1838. 


- The Board of Directors met, and elected Samver Wiixeson, Wm. 
. W. Seaton, M. Sr. Crain Crarke, Wm. L. Stone, and ‘THomas Bu- 
_ CHANAN, as members of the Executive Committee; Ratpn R. Gurvey, 
to be Corresponding Secretary; Purtip R. Fenpaxt, to be Recording 
Secretary ; and Jos. Gaues, Sen. to be Treasurer. 

. _ Atameeting of the Board of Directors held on the following day, 

Semuel Wilkeson, was appointed General Agent of the Board. 

4 
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At a meeting of the Board on the 14th inst., Thomas Buchanan was 
appointed Governor of the Colonies or settlements in Liberia, which are 
under the control of the Board of Directors. 
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A true copy from the minutes : 
P. R. FENDALL, Recording Secretary. 





List of Officers and Directors, of the American Colonization Society 


for the year 1838--9. 


PRESIDENT. 
HENRY CLAY, of Kentucky 


Vicre-PRESIDENTS. 


. Joun C. Hersert, of Maryland. 

. Gen. Joun Mason, of Virginia. 

. Samuer Bayarp, of New Jersey. 

. Gen. Joun Hartwe tt Cocke, of Virginia. 

. Daniet Wesster, of Massachusetts. 

. CHartes Fenton Mercer, of Virginia. 

7. Rev. JeremrAn Day, D. D. of Connecticut. 

. Ricuarp Rusu, of Pennsylvania. 

- Poitier E. Tuomas, of Maryland. 

. Joun Corton Smitu, of Connecticut. 

. THEODORE FRELINGHUYSEN, of New Jersey. 

. Louis McLane, of Delaware. 

. J. H. McCuure, of Kentucky. 

. Gen. AEEXANDER Macoms, of the District of Columbia. 

. Moses Auten, of New York. 

5. Gen. WALTER Jones, of the District of Columbia. 

. Francis S. Key, of the District of Celumbia. 

. Samvec H. Smiru, of the District of Columbia. 

. Josern Gates, Jr. of the District of Columbia. 

. Rt. Rev. Wm. Meane, D. D. Assistant Bishep of Va. 

. ALEXANDER Porter, of Louisiana. 

. JoHN McDonoeu, of Louisiana. 

. Samuet L. SourHarn, of New Jersey. 

. GrorGe WASHINGTON LAFAYETTE, of France. 

. Rev. James O. ANDREW, Bishop of the Methodist Epis. Church 

. Gen. STRPHEN VAN ReNssSELAER, of New York. 

. Wititram Maxwe ct, of Virginia. 

. Rev. Wirsur Fisk, D. D, of Connecticut. 

. ELIsHA WuiTtcesey, of Ohio. 

. Wacrer Lowrrte, of Pennsylvania. 

. JAcoB Burnet, of Ohio. 

. JosHua Darina, of New Hampshire. 

. SAMveEt Prentiss, of Vermont. 

. Dr. SterHeN Duncan, of Mississippi 

. Wriiram C. Rives, of Virginia. : 

. WitiraM L. Marcy, of New York. 

. Nrcwoxas Brown, of Providence, Rhode Island 

. Rev. James Laurie, D. D.,of D.C. 

. Rev. Wirrt1am Haw ey, of D. C. ‘ 
. Rev. Witx1am Winans, of Mississippi. 
. Rev. James Boorman, of New York. 

. Henry A. Foster, of New York. 

. Joun Ker, M. D., of Mississippi. 

. Ropert CamMpBELt, of Georgia. 
. Peter D. Vroom, of New Jersey. 

. ALExANDER REED, of Pennsylvania. 

47. 
48. 





James GARLAND, of Virginia. 
Rev. Tuomas Morais, Bishop of the: Methodist E. Church, Ohio 













































Boarp oF Directors. 


. CHartes Fenton Mercer, of Virginia. 

. James GarLAnp, of Virginia. 

. Rev. GarpineEr Sprino, D. D., of New York. 
Rev. ALEXANDER Provprirt, D. D., of New York. 
. Anson G. Pretps, of New York. 

. Georce W. Betuune, D. D., of Pennsylvania. 
S. WILKESON. 

. STEPHEN CoLwELL, of Pennsylvania. 

. Gen. Water Jones, of D. C. 

10. Francis 8. Key, of D.C. 

11. Tuomas Corwin, of Ohio. 

12. Samson Mason, of Ohio. 

13. Joun B. Aycrice, of New Jersey. 

14. Wa. Hatstep, of New Jersey. 
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Executive ComMITTEE. 
. Samuet WILKEsoN, General Agent. 
. Witiiam W. SEATon. 
. Matruew Sr. Cratr Clarke. 
WittraM L. Strong, 
. THomas BucHANAN. 
Rev. Rateu R. Gurvey, Corresponding Secretary. 
. Pururp R. Fenpatt, Recording Secretary. 
. Josery Gates, Sen. Treasurer. 





37 Communications in relation to Agencies and Emigrants should 
be directed to S. Witkeson, General Agent of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, Washington City, D.C. 





VOICE FROM AFRICA. 


Having observed in a late Connecticut Observer, the following para- 
graph, which is unfairly extracted from the body of a long Editorial 
article in the Liberia Herald, of May last, we take this opportunity of 
publishing the article at length, that the readers of the @frican Repo- 
sitory may see in what manner the passage originally appeared, and 
that it contains nothing, when properly understood, calculated to dero- 
gate from the prosperity of Liberia; being a call on the friends of Africa 
in this country for more efficient aid than had recently been received. 


From the Connecticut Observer. 


“The following paragraph is from the Editorial columns of the Liberia Herald 
received by the last mail: 

“The first requisite to the prosperity and advancement of the Colony is the 
suppression of the Slave Trade in our vicinity. This trade has been gradually ac- 
quiring strength for the last four years. Its ravages have been more fearful, and 
the vessels engaged in it more numerous, than at any former period of the Colo- 
ny’s history. An exterminating war has raged over an extent of fifty miles around 
us; nearly all communication with the interior bas been cut cff; lands have re- 
mained untilled; every article of food has advanced 200 per cent. in price ; and 
horror and confusion have raged on every side.” 


From the Liberta Herald. 
What course the friends and patrons of African Colonization will 
now adopt to sustain their colonies, and to give them the firmness and 
solidity of well established, thrifty and independent communities, can- 
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not be at present, with any certainty conjectured, at least by us, at this 
distance from them. Perhaps they are themselves ataloss in what 
direction to proceed. Nothing cen be done without means, and these 
means must be money. But where it will come from, and how it is 
to be raised, may be questions that puzzle the most sagacious. We 
once felt a delicacy in enunciating certain truths, in respeet to the Co- 
lony, lest our enemies should wrest them to our injury and discredit. 
We had been declared by the wise and philosophic, incurably lethargic, 
and incapable of self-government. It had been-most confidently as- 
serted, that those incentives to high and noble doing, that urge the phi- 
losopher on in his inquiries—the hero, in his career of victory—the 
ambitious, in the acquisition of empire—and the literary aspirant to the 
temple of fame—exert their influence on us in vain; in a word, that we 
are insusceptible of those finer touches that give a finish to the human 
character. Lest any reference to the arduous nature of the work before 
us, or solicitations of assistance, should be regarded as confirmatory of 
an opinion so humiliating and degrading, we have voluntarily turned our 
eyes from the difficulties as they would occasionally present them- 
selves to contemplation, and resolutely imposed an unmurmuring silence 
on our lips, and indulged a vague and indefinite hope, that some au- 
spicious breeze would disperse the scowling cloud that hangs so_por- 
tentously upon our path. Serious reflection upon the matter, has some- 
time since convinced us, that the delicacy is morbid, and abandoning 
it as foolish, we have now the moral courage thus publicly to confess, 
that our unaided energies are unequal to the task before us. An arm 
nerved with more power and guided by more wisdom than we possess, 
is require: to strike a path, and to direct a course, through the physical 
and political forests, that darken and hedge our way. But we feel it 
due to ourselves, to observe here, that to redeem our character from 
the odium thrown upon it; to falsify the self-complacent assertions of 
those sage theorists upon the African character, who, were it not for 
the opportunities they have enjoyed, would be as ignorant as those they 
abuse, we only ask the same measure of aid that would be indispensa- 
ble to any other race surrounded by similar circumstances. Among 
the causes which have combined to close the hand of charity against 
the Colony, are those florid and glowing descriptions that have been 
given of the pecuniary ability of the people, the docility and tractability 
of the natives, the fertility of the soil, and the general resources of the 
country. Visiters feeling a feverish interest in the Colony, and prurient 
to disseminate news, have visited only the best houses in the Colony, 
where every nerve has been strained to make a decent exhibition—and 
feeling no disposition to ‘‘dive into the infection of hospitals, and take 
the gauge of disease,”’ they have assumed what they there saw as the 
general measure of circumstances, 2nd gone off and reported aecord- 
ingly. 

When individuals who feel but a general and indefinite interest in 
the Colony, have heard that the natives are throwing away their idols 
to the moles and bats of the earth, and en masse becoming Christians; 
that the slave trade is withering under the moral breath of the Colony; 
that the country produces every thing, and fhat every thing grows with- 
out labor, and that the colonists have only to pluck the fruits, eat and 
be happy: they have rejoiced in the success of a scheme, to which 
they cannot rid themselves of a feeling of indebtedness, but to which 
the bounties of nature have precluded the necessity of any pecuniary 
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offering from them. This tampering with a disease, may lull the pa- 
tient for a while, but its effect will be to suffer the complaint to acquire 
strength insuperable to all attempts at cure. Where is there a country 
on earth, more fruitful in resources than America? But where would 
the colonies, planted on those shores, now be, had they not been sus- 
tained by the powerful hand of European patronage? On all the prin- 
ciples of human calculation, they would exist now, only as a historic 
fact, that an attempt had been made to colonize that country. 

The first requisite to the prosperity and advancement of the Colony, 
is the suppression of the slave trade in our vicinity. ‘This trade has 
been gradually acquiring strength for the last four years. Its ravages 
have been more fearful, and the vessels engaged in it more numerous, 
than at anv former period of the Colony’s history.* An exterminating 
war has raged over an extent of fifty miles around us; nearly all com- 
munication with the interior has been cut off; lands have remained un- 
tilled; every article of food has advanced 200 per cent. in price; and 
horror and confusion have raged on every side.j 

If the Colony had the actual possession, by purchase, from the na- 
tives, of all the coast between Tradetown on the southeast, and Cape 
Mount on the northwest, and Sinoe and Maryland in Liberia, similar 
territorial extent, which for a small consideration might be easily ac- 
quired, they would then possess the right of excluding from their limits 
all species of trade and communication inimical to their interests. But 
a bare possession of the country, and promulgation of inhibitory laws, 
would not keep out the slave trade. ‘The immense lucrativeness of 
the trade would impel the avaricious on, in quest of the detestable gains. 
All then that would be wanted, would be a sufficient force, which the 
Colony possesses, to break up any factories that might be established 
for the purpose, and a naval protecting armament from abroad, when 
such exterminating operations should be carried on. ‘This would be 
making sure work of the business. ‘The natives then would from ne- 
cessity turn to the cultivation of the soil, and to the pursuits of an hono- 
rable cominerce. The cost of such a protecting armament would be 
comparatively small. No largeand formidable force would be required. 
A small armed vessel with the support and countenance it would re- 
ceive from the regular cruisers stationed on the coast, would effectually 
protect the commerce of the Colony, and prevent all pernicious inter- 
course in its territory. For such assistance ample returns might be 
made in the aggregate trade of the Colony (which would increase with 
every succeeding year), if poured into the quarter whence the aid shall 
come. 


* Owing, no doubt, to the want of vessels of war on the coast, as cruisers. 
t Alluding to a war amongst the natives in the vicinity, which is now at an end. 





Coton1zaTion.—We learn from the Eastern papers, that Mr. Elliot 
Cresson, the indefatigable friend and advocate of Colonization, has been 
lecturing with great acceptance in many of the prominent towns in 
New England, and has received substantial proofs of the favour with 
which the people regard the cause he is so zealous in advancing. Co- 
lonization has, from the first, been a favorite scheme of benevolence 
with us ; the alleged evils of it we believe to be imaginary—the substan- 
tial advantages of it, we know to be real.—Zhe Presbyterian. 
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REY. R. R. GURLEY’S VISIT TO THE SOUTHWEST. 


The Rev. E.R. Gurley, the talented Secretary of the American Co- 
lonization Society, lately left Washington on a visit to the Western and 
Southwestern States, in order to advocate and raise funds for the Colo- 
nization cause. He reached Wheeling some days ago, and held a meet- 
ing there, the following proceedings of which are copied from the 


Wheeling ‘Times : 


A meeting of the Wheeling Colonization Society and of the citizens 
of this place generally, was held on Monday evening the 14th inst., at 
the Methodist Church. 

John McLure, Esq. was called to the Chair, and William Peterson 
appointed Secretary. After prayer by the Rev. Mr. Deurell, a most 
able and interesting address was delivered by the Rev. R. R. Gurley, 
Secretary of the American Colonization Society, explaining the objects 
proposed to be accomplished by that Society, the rise, progress, and 
present condition of the Colonies established on the coast of Africa, and 
vindicating the principles and motives of the friends of Colonization. 

On motion of Z. Jacobs, Esq., the following resolutions were unani- 


mously adopted : 

1. Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the cause of African Coloniza- 
tion, whether viewed in its relations to our country or to Africa, is entitled to the 
immediate, generous, and persevering support of every patriot and Christian. 

2. Resolved, That this cause especially commends itself to our regard, as adapt- 
ed to unite the wise and benevolent, from every State and section in this Union, 
in a safe and practicable scheme of good, for the improvement and elevation of the 
colored race. 

3 Resolved, That the recent public manifestation of interest in this cause, and 
especially the remarkable progress and prosperity of the settlements in Liberia, 
should animate the hearts of its friends, and prompt them to vigorous efforts and 
more generous contributions. 

4. Resolved, That the project first suggested by Judge Wilkeson, of securing 
funds to purchase a ship and sell the same to such colonists of Liberia as will en- 
gage to run her, manned by colored men, as a regular packet between this coun- 
try and the Colony, and to pay for her, by conveying emigrants from time to time 
to Liberia, is highly approved by this meeting, and recommended to the patronage 
of our fellew citizens. 

5. Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the act of the General Assem- 
bly, passed 4th March, 1833, called “ An act making appropriations for the remo- 
val of persons of color,”’ ought to be so amended as to extend the benefit of said act 
to the removal of tree persons of color, without regard to the time of their emanei- 
pation; and also so as to permit the direct application of the money to the pur- 
pose in the act mentioned, without regard to counties or the residence of the per- 
sons to be removed ; and that we fully concur in the views and wishes of the Pa- 


rent Society at Richmond on that subject. 
JOHN McLURE, President. 

Wo. Peterson, Secretary. 

To promote the object of the last of the above resolutions the follow- 
ing memorial was circulated in Wheeling for signers. The friends of 
the cause throughout the State, it is hoped, will also unite in memorial- 
izing the Legislature on the subject. 


To the General Assembly of Virginia : 

The memorial of the undersigned, citizens of Ohio County, respectfully repre- 
sents, thatthey have observed with deep interest the efiorts of the Colonization So- 
cieties throughout this country, to assist such free persons of color in the United 
States as might desire to emigrate, in establishing themselves in freedom and pros- 
perity in Africa. Your memorialists believe that this plan of African Colonization 
is adapted not only to confer the most important benefits upon the emigrants, but 
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upon Africa herself, and upon our own State; and that should it be but partially 
executed, great good will be accomplished. 

The remarkable success which has already attended the very limited means at 
the disposal of these Societies, has, in the opinion of your memorialists, demon- 
strated the entire practicability of their plans. But your memorialists would re- 
spectfully represent to your honorable body, that an object of such magnitude and 
of such important results, should not be leit to depend entirely for support on the 
resources of private charity. 

Your memorialists perceive, by an act passed March 4th, 1833, entitled “* An 
act making appropriations for the removal of free persons of color,” that this sub- 
ject has heretofore received the favorable consideration of the General Assembly. 
But they regret to learn that the restrictions thrown around the annual appropria- 
tions by certain provisions oi that act, particularly that requiring that the fund 
should be distributed among the several counties of the State in proportion to the 
respective amounts of revenue contributed by them to the State treasury; and that 
confining the benefits of the act to persons of color, free at the time of its passage, 
have rendered it well nigh ineffectual for the humane and patriotic purpose for 
which it was intended. 

Your memorialists, therefore, pray your honorable body so to amend or modify 
the above inentioned act, in accordance with the dictates of your wisdom and good 
judgment, as to render its provisions conducive and efficient to the noble, patriotic 
and philanthropic purpose for which it was designed. 





COLONIZATION SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA. 


The eighth anniversary of this Institution was held in the Capitol, at 
Richmond, on ‘Tuesday evening, January 22, 1839. 

The Hall of the House of Delegates was crowded to overflowing at 
an early hour, so that many persons could not make their way into the 
room. 

The Hon. John Tyler, President of the Society, took the Chair, and 
on motion, J. C. Crane was appointed Secretary. 

The Annual Report was then read by the Rev. T. B. Balch, Agent 
of the Society ; and was, together with the ‘T'reasurer’s Report, on mo- 
tion of Sidney S. Baxter, Esq. accepted and ordered to be published 
under the direction of the managers. 

Wn. Smith, Esq. of Culpeper offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : : 


Resolved, That the present encouraging and prosperous condition of Liberia, is a 
matter of just congratulation to all the friends of this great and philanthropic cause. 


B. H. Smith, Esq. of Kanawha, offered the following, which was 


adopted : 

Resolved, That the experience of the past year has rendered more firm the con- 
viction heretofore so often expressed, that the Colonization scheme is worthy of the 
regards and the eflorts of the Patriot, the Philanthropist, and the Christian. 

J. T. Anderson, Esq. of Bottetourt, offered the fullowing resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That while much has been done, and much more will be accomplished 
by voluntary contributions, through the channels of private benevolence, the mag- 
nitude and  oegae of our object, entitle it to the liberal patronage of the Legis- 
lature of this State. 

Thomas W. Gilmer, Esq. Speaker of the House of Delegates, offer- 
ed the following, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the mild and redeeming spirit of Colonization is opposed to, and 
resents a striking contrast with, the wild fanaticism of those who, by the desecra- 
on of the name of philanthropy, would subvert our laws, and sacrifice our happy 
institutions on the altar of delusion. 

These resolutions were sustained by the gentlemen offering them, by 
eloquent and impressive addresses, worthy of the ‘* Old Dominion.” 
The auditory responded to the sentiments expressed, by frequent bursts 


of applause, indicating a deep interest in the object. 
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The Rev. Mr. Balch, Agent, made an appeal to the liberality of the 
meeting on behalf of the exhausted treasury. It is hoped the influence 
of this appeal will be exhibited in a generous contribution of funds. 

On motion the following gentlemen were elected officers for the ensu- 
ing year: 
Hon. JOHN TYLER, President. 

Vice- Presidents —His Excellency Gov. CAMPBELL, Hon. CHaries F. Mercer, 
WILLtaM MAXWELL, James M. Garnet, A. P. Upsnur, Hon. Wrirtam C. 
Rives, Jonn H. Cocke, James McDowe tt, Epwarp Corston, Joun F. May, 
Lewis Summers, Dr. THomas Massi£, Sipney 8S. Baxter, and Hon. Henry 


A. WIsE. 
Joseru Mayo, Corresponding Secretary. FLEmMine JAMEs, Recording Secretary. 


BENJAMIN BranpD, Treasurer. 

Managers.—N. Mitts, H. W. Moncurg., Dr. F. H. Deane, James E. Hearn, 
Gustavus A. Myers, James C. Crane, JoHn H. Eustace, Wm. H. Macrar- 
zanp, Hatt Neixson, and P R. Gratran. 

The President then addressed the meeting in answer to a general call 
from all parts of the House, and then the meeting adjourned. 

James C. Crane, Secretary. JOHN TYLER, President. 

The address of the President was characteristic for its fervid and 
flowing eloquence ; and his allusions to the memory of two of Virgi- 
nia’s distinguished sons, as patrons and devoted friends of Coloniza- 
tion—Madison and Marshall—as well as his strongly felt and express- 
ed interest in the cause, were most happy, and excited deep emotion. 


[Richmond Whig. 





THe Massacuvusetts Cotonization Society held a meeting at the 
Masonic Temple, on Tuesday evening, 22d inst., which, notwithstand- 
ing the unpleasantness of the night and the holding of an interesting 
railroad meeting at the same hour, was well attended. The venerable 


Bishop Griswold presided, and Mr. Geo. Homer officiated as Secreta- 
ry. Mr. Cresson addressed the meeting, and commanded the undivi- 
ded attention of the audience for an hour anda half. His defence of 
Colonization was eloquent and convincing, and his hits at the Anti-Sla- 
very ultraists of the country were just and well applied.— Boston Tran. 





Colonization Cause in New Jersey.—On the 29th ult. a Society was 
organized at Newton, Sussex county, auxiliary to the New Jersey Col. 
Society, and $186 pledged for the purchase of -a ship. 

A Society has also just been formed in Elizabethtown, auxiliary to 
the State Society, and the following Officers appointed : 

William Chetwood, President: S. P. Britten, Vice-President; Edward Sanderson, 
Secretary; Elias Winans, 7'reasurer; Dr. Charles Davis, John J. Bryant, Keen Pud- 
den, t. B. Chetwood, and William Day, Managers. 





The Ship Saluda, to be navigated by colored men, and employed by 
the Colonization Society in the transportation of emigrants to Africa, 
lately purchased, is expected to sail ina fewdays. This vessel will be 
commanded, during the first voyage, by Captain Waters, a white man 
of high respectability, an experienced mariner from Salem, Massachu- 
setts. ‘Thomas Buchanan, whose services on a former occasion, were 
so eminently successful in regulating the affairs of the Colony at Bassa 
Cove, has recently been appointed Guvernor General of the Colonies 
planted by the American Colonization Society and its Auxiliaries; and 
will embark in this ship at New York, with a few emigrants, and call 
at Norfolk, Virginia, for others. 
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Resolutions of the Board. 


The following Resolutions in regard to a distribution o the Afri- 
ean Repository and Colovial Journal, have been adopted by the 
Board of Managers. 


Monday, December 22, 1828. 

Resolved, That after the Ist of March next, the African Repository shall be 
sent to all such Clergymen as have this year taken up collections on or about the 
4th of July for the Society, and shall be continued to them s long as they shall 
eontinue annually totake up collections. : 

Resolved, ‘That all the subscribers on the plan of Gerrit Smith, Esq. shall be 
also.entitied to the work. . ; 

Resolved, That all. Life Meimbers of the Society shall, if they request it, be 
entitled to the work for the period of three years. 

Resolved, That every Aumual Subscriber to.the Society of ten-dollars or more, 
shall also be entitled to the Repository. 

Resolved, That the Repository be sent to the Superintendent of each Sunday- 
Sehool, which may spamaly take up a ecilection for the Society.” 





NOTICE, 


It is requested that afl collections, donations, or subscriptions to the Americen 
Colonization Society, be transinitted by mail, if no private opportunity offers, 
to Joseru Gates, Seri’r. Esq. Treasurer of the Society, Washington City; with 
whom the collecting Agents of the Society will also correspond. With the col- 
lections in the churches, the Society expects to receive the names of the Cler- 
gymen of thé several congregations in which they were made. 


All communications, relatirg to the Repository, to be addressed to 
Jamk&s C. Dunn, Washington, D. C. 





sigents for the African Repository 


Travelling. Agents. Connecticut 
C. W. James, of. Cincinnati. W Stebbing, 107 Chapelst. New Haven. 
Rev. Wm. Matchet. D. F. Robinson and Co. Hartford, 
Joshua Humphrey, New JERSEY. 
Dr. Ezekiel Skinuer, John Kinney, Jr. Belvidere. 
Phos. L. Jones, Virornta. 
New Yoru —New York City. Benjamin Brand, Richmond 
John H. Eaton, 69 Beekman st. Marrrtanp.—Baltimore 
Albany. Samue} Young. 
Ebenezer Watson: Noxrru Carona. 
PexwsyYLvAnta.—Philadelphia. Dr. Wm. H. Williams of Raleigh. 
E. Brown, 61 South 5th Street. John ‘C, Ehringhaus, Elizabeth Cuy, 
Maire, Nathen Winslow, Newby’s Bridge, 
Rev. Asa Cummings, Portland. Missrseiprt, 
J. Holway, West Machias. Rev. Wm. Winans, Cenireville. 
MassacnvertTe Onto, 
Oliver Parsons, Salem, E. Easton, Cincinnaii. 
Lisenia—A/riea. 


James Brown, Monrovie. 





The African Repository 


Can now be had, from its commencement, on application to the 
Publisher, Washineton City, either bound or in numbers; several 
numbers having been reprinted. 





Pian of Gerrit Smith, Esq. 

This Gentleman has proposed to raise $100,000, for the is in ten years, 
by securing 100 subscribers, who will pay $100 annualty, during that time. The 
following have already subscribed. 

Gerrit Smith Peterboro’ New York, 

Jasper Corning, Cliarlesten, S Carolina, 

Theodore Frelingtinysen, New Ark, N J 

John f Norton, Albany, N'Y 

E F Backus, New Haven Connecticut, 

A gentlemen in: Mississippi, 

Matthew Cary, Phila lelphia, 

William Crane, Richmond Virginia, 

Fleining James, do 

A Friend in Virginia, 

Rev Ebenezer Burgess, Dedham, Ms, 

Mrs M H Carrington Mrs Ann Fontaine ) $100 annually by 

Wm A Carrington, P 8 Carrington, § equail contributions 

Gen Edward Carrington, and Walter C. Carrington. 

A few Gentlemen near Cak Hill, Fauquier county Va. 

Robert Ralston, Philadelphia. 

Elliot Cresson, do 

Robert Gilmar, Baltimore; 

George Burwell, Frederick county Va. 

Association of 20 persons in Rey Dr Meads Parish, Frederick county Va 

Hon Edward M’Gehee, Mississippi. 

Rev Dr James P Thomas, Louisiana. 

Four Young Gentlemen in Alexandria, D. C. 

The Aux Col Society of Georgetown D.C 

A friend in Fredericktown, Md, : 

Another Subscription on the plan of Gerret Smith, in Bishop Ms 
Congregation, Frsderick county Va; 

John Gray Fredericksburg, Va. 

Solomon Allen, Philadelphia, Pa, 

Cortland Van Rensselaer, Albany N. Y. 

Female Col Society of Georgetown, D. C, 

Gen Jolin Hartwell Cocke of Virginia 

Thomas Buffington, Guyandott, Va, 

Judge Burnett, of Ohio, 

Nicholas Brown, Providence R. I. 

An association of Gentlemex in Kenhawa co, V» 

Jacob Towson of Williamsport, Md. 

E- ©. Delavan, Albany, New York 

Thomas C Upham, Brunswick: Mai- 

Hon T Emerson, Windsor Vermont, 

Judge Porter, of New Orleans, 

Judge Workman, do 

John McDonogh, do 

Auxiliary Colonization Society, Wilmington Delaware, 

Hon John Ker, of Louisiana, 

John Linton, do 

D I Burr, Richmond Va; 

Auxiliary Colonization Society, Hampshire county Massachusetts, 

Thomas Napier, Northampton Massachusetts, 

John S Walton of New Orleans, 

Auxiliary Colonization Society, of Portland Maine, 

Auxiliary Society of Essex county New Jersey, 

Archituld McIntyre, New York, 

Presbytery Of Mississippi, 

Rev Charlies W Andrews, Frederick county Va 





